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Reducing energy use with ENERGY STAR®
About the program
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) created the ENERGY STAR
program in 1992 to protect the environment with energy-efficient products and
practices. This voluntary partnership between the government and more than 8,000
organizations now includes more than 50 product categories. ENERGY STAR also
offers best-practice solutions, like home sealing and duct sealing, that can make your
home more comfortable and reduce your energy costs.
The program is making a difference. In fact, EPA estimates that in 2006, ENERGY
STAR saved 170 billion kilowatt-hours of energy—about 5 percent of that year’s total
U.S. electric demand.1 More than 15,000 buildings have been rated using EPA’s national
energy performance rating system and Americans have purchased more than a billion
ENERGY STAR-qualified products.2
Qualified products
One of the easiest ways to put the benefits of the program to use is to upgrade your home’s less efficient products. Products that
can earn the ENERGY STAR include appliances, lighting, home office equipment, consumer electronics, and heating and
cooling equipment.
Many ENERGY STAR-qualifying products involve no extra cost at the time of purchase. Other products such as kitchen appliances
and heating and cooling equipment may have significant extra costs. These products are designed to make up the initial cost
difference through savings on your energy bill.
Bonus Savings program
As part of the national effort, local electric cooperatives are encouraging
the use of products that have earned the ENERGY STAR label.
Cooperatives participating in the Take Control & Save energy-efficiency
program may provide rebates for ENERGY STAR-qualified clothes
washers and dishwashers, room air conditioners, and ground source
and dual-fuel heat pumps. There are specific qualifications for these
rebates; be sure to check with your local electric cooperative
before purchasing.
Contact the energy advisor at your electric cooperative, visit
www.energystar.gov, or call 1-888-STAR-YES (1-888-782-7937)
for more information on the ENERGY STAR program.
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